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 Plant Personalities: Choosing and Growing Plants by Character, by Carol Klein, presents a novel, 
yet poetic, approach to plants and is accompanied by the stunning photographs of Jonathan Buckley.  
Klein is the winner of six gold medals at the Chelsea Flower Show for her naturalistic plant displays.  She 
is a passionate plantswoman and owner of Glebe Cottage Plants, pre-eminent nursery in England. 

I loved the designations that Klein gives to types of plants.  The Cinderellas are ephemerals and 
should be marked in such a way as to prevent being dug up by mistake.  The bread and butters are those 
stalwarts that contribute to the garden for months either by their foliage or long flowering. Then there 
are the shooting stars that lend fleeting excitement to the garden.  Other designations are the will-o-
the-wisps and wafty whisperers (those that bring rustling sounds and changing light plus a touch of 
frivolity), prickly customers and soft touches that initiate feelings (both physical and emotional), 
seductive sophisticates that quietly attract attention, the dainty and detailed that are best appreciated 
on hands and knees, the gatecrushers (self-seeders) that can become weeds without some 
maintenance, and lastly, the drama queens that demand undivided attention by their color, leaf, or 
height. 

 You need to read this book to learn which plants fit each category.  Looking at the photographs 
will create an urge to enter the garden so that you can look closely at each plant in order to fully 
appreciate its unique details.  This is a book for thorough enjoyment as well as edification and is an 
excellent supplement to the books of Piet Oudolf and Michael King that were reviewed in December. 

 L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ bƛƎŜƭ /ƻƭōƻǊƴΩǎ Plant Solutions for Every Garden would be a book that would 
never leave my drawing board.  Organized by type of plant, i.e. annuals, biennials, bedding, bulb, alpine, 
perennial, groundcover, grass, fern, climber, shrub, tree, and water plant, it is then subdivided into site 
or function.   It is not meant to be formulaic but to stimulate planting ideas.  Thus, if you need a medium 
sized shrub for a partial shade site, you will find a range of choices with descriptions as well as a list of 
suggested companion plants.  All choices are accompanied by excellent photographs.  The biggest 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘȅ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ climate, not ours.  Many of the 
plants may be useful in other parts of the country but all too many will not be hardy in Ohio.  The other 
problem is that the offered choices for a specific situation are not comprehensive; of course, if they 
were, the book would be enormous.  I have my own lists, ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
looking for more alternatives.  But therein lies the dilemma of trying to include every type of plant and 
situation.   

 


