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 I have received so many books for review this year that I am starting this column early and will 

send it to you in as two sets of reviews. 

One of the most useful books to come across my desk this year is The Art of Garden Photography by 

Ian Adams.  I have been photographing for years with an automatic point and shoot camera but in the 

last year, I finally broke down and purchased a Nikon 80.  Although I read the manual that comes with it, 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǊŜŀŘ LŀƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ   

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ŘƻŜǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ LŀƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ 

and show in his outstanding photographs the differences between using different filters, lenses, f-stops, 

and settings.  Finally, I understand how to achieve depth of field.  There are many tips for photographing 

in difficult light situations with explanations of how seasonal light affects the plant material in a garden.  

Ian is a photographic artist and his book will assist anyone who wishes to emulate his excellence.   

 ²ƘŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΣ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άōƻƴŜǎέ ƻŦ 

the landscape.  As Toomer points out in his introduction to Trees for the Small Landscape, the scale of 

the tree to the landscape is crucial.  Most of the trees mentioned in his book will grow no larger than 

thirty-three feet high or wide; thus, they are applicable for most home landscapes, whether urban, 

suburban or rural.  In addition, he has selected trees that are readily available, have desirable flowering 

or foliage attributes, and are disease-resistant.  Then he reminds the reader that hardiness, climate and 

soil conditions must be assessed in order to choose the best tree for the site. 

 Once a list of desirable plants is made, the actual selection and purchase should depend upon 

several factors (health, bare-root or container grown, size) which Toomer outlines.  His discourse and 

ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘǊŜŜ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ Řƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

the root ball. 

His directory of 80 trees is arranged alphabetically and included related or similar trees.  Each tree is 

described with emphasis on the attributes that it worthy of consideration.  There is a box called the 

Factfinder for each tree and it is a quick checklist of height, hardiness, desired light, soil type and ph and 

country of origin.  The photographic illustrations are excellent.  The directory is followed by an appendix 

which lists the trees by desired characteristics of attractive flowers, fruit, cones or bark, foliage interest, 


