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 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ reading Bulbs for Garden Habitats by 

Judy Glattstein was the first time ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƎŜƻǇƘȅǘŜέ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǘŎƘŀƭƭ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ 

material that we refer to as bulbs, corms, tubers, and rhizomes.  Judy distinguishes the botanical 

differences as well as the commonalities of these underground structures.  She also assures us that we 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŀǊȅƭƭƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ  In addition, the aroid family, 

which contains Arisaema, Caladium and Calla, discourages critters from munching because crystals of 

oxalic acid render them unpalatable. 

 The basic thesis of this book is that there are suitable geophytes for every climate and soil and 

that gardeners should grow those rather than lust after the ones that will not thrive even though they 

represent fond memories of childhood or past experiences.  The relevant information for making 

choices is based on the parameters of winter cold and its duration, the length and degree of summer 

heat, and rainfall patterns.  Water is probably the most important factor.  Most geophytes resent wet 

conditions; in fact, they prefer to be dry while dormant. 

 Bulbs for Garden Habitats represents a different approach to selection of bulb material but that 

approach will ensure longevity of bulbs in the garden.  For those who want it, there is also a wealth of 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊȅ ǿƛǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōǳȅƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ  LΩǾŜ 

always been perturbed that my Erythronium (Trout Lily) does not bloom but now I know that this is a 

common occurrence.  Even better, Judy offers some suggestions for bringing it into bloom.  Throughout 

the book, she also offers suggestions for design combinations with perennials and ferns.  This is an 

excellent book for the novice or the experienced gardener/designer. 

 Silver plants are a wonderful addition to any garden.  In Elegant Silvers: Striking Plants for Every 

Garden, Karen Bussolini and Jo Ann Gardner enlighten us about the ways in which these distinctive 

Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŀȄȅ ƻǊ Řƻǿƴȅ ŀǊŜ 

predominantly sun-lovers while the variegated ones are mostly shade lovers.  Then they describe each 

ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ Ǉƻǎǎibilities so that we can choose the ones best suited to our 

needs.  Their definition of silver stretches from near white to green-gray and on to silvery blue. 

 


