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 Piet Oudolf, the Dutch landscape designer, continues to have great impact on design philosophy 
in Europe but also increasingly, here in the United States.  His newest book, Planting Design: Gardens in 
Time and Space, written in partnership with Noel Kingsbury, an English designer and photographer, will 
increase that impact.  These two men bring their extensive knowledge of horticulture and sustainability 
to the realm of public design in an attempt to further the creation of contemporary landscapes that 
offer beauty and change instead of the often sterile public landscape.  They show us how to compose 
dynamic plant combinations that create a constantly changing picture that is durable, resilient and long 
lived.  This philosophy with its practical application can help public entities faced with budgetary 
restrictions reduce the amount of necessary maintenance while responding to the need for 
environmental and ecological balance.  All of the principles invoked also apply to private landscapes. 
 
 In their work, design and management are closely linked because gardens change with the 
passage of time and because the emphasis on plants changes attitudes about space, using plants as focal 
Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƛƭƭŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛƭŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ 
to imitate then.  Instead, they use that knowledge of plant behavior in their design which affects 
management of landscapes. 
 
 While using a naturalistic approach, Oudolf and Kingsbury realize that nothing in design can be 
truly natural and thus advise a pragmatic synthesis in which gardeners use visually attractive, locally 
native plants plus introduced species which are thus biodiverse and provide wildlife habitats.  Naturally 
the selection of plants will have to be adjusted to fit the site conditions.  An important aspect of ecology 
is the acceptance of dynamic plantings in which change is inevitable.  The spectrum of dynamism 
depends on the designer and the degree of maintenance that will be available. 
 
 In the past, perennial borders have been the object of admiration and a backdrop to 
entertaining.  Oudolf and Kingsbury suggest that these borders should be enjoyed for their own sake as 
well as presenting an opportunity to get closer to nature.  In that context, they discuss the evolution of 
combining plants to maximize their massed effect as well as the individual vignettes and the importance 
of awareness of the angle from which the plants will be viewed.  They also emphasize the importance of 
choosing plants from the same habitat so that they will coexist comfortably. 
 
 The last third of the book is devoted to the mechanics of planting design, the ways in which it 
will change over time, and maintenance considerations as they relate to design.  This is a thought-
provoking book that will stimulate your mind and your imagination. 
 


